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197 1 as no~ificd vide Notificatio~l No.(i-23l69-Agr(Sectt): dntcd 28.1.197 1 nnd 
publisbcd i 11 Himnchnl Pridcsh Rnjpatra,(Estraordinaq) dated 9111 April: 1 974, 
uanlcly :- 

1. Short title and cornn~cnccment.- ( I )  Thcsc mles may bc callcd the 
Hi~nnchal Pradcsh Agricultlirc Produce Markets ( l st Amcndnle~lt) R~~lcs ,  1 397. 

2.  Arrlendrnent of ruIes 18 and 99.- I~ ntles I 8  and 99 of tllc Himac11;il 
Pradcsh Agicultiirc Producc Markets Rulcs, 197 1 for tile figitrc and word "S% 

pcrcent " ,the figurc and word " 10 pcr ccnr" shall bc substit~~tzd. 

(R.H.P. datcd 7.1.1938, p. 210) 

THE IIIMACIIAL PRADESH COMPULSORY PRIMARY 
EDUCATION ACT, 1997 

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS 
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T H E  HIhiACHAL PIUDESH CDMPLlLSORY PRIMARY 
EDUCATION ACT, 1997 

(ACT N0.2 OF 1998)' 

(Rsccir'cd 111c assent of the Governor on 3-2-1998 ;u~d 1v.n~ publ~shcd 
ball1 in Hindi and English i11 R.H.P. Eslra, datcd 4.2.1498, p. 445-448 arid 449- 
452 rcspzcrivdy). 

AII Act t o  re-enact the Ialv relating to thc compulsory nttendance ~f children 
in primary schools in Himaclml Yradesh. 

BE it cr~xted  by the Legislative Assctnbly of Hin~nchal Prndesh in llle 
Forty-eighth Year of the Republic of hdia as foIIows :- 

( I )  Short title and extent.- (1) Ths Acl may be callcd ~ I C  Hin~schal 
Pradcsh Con~pulsory Primcay Education Act, 1997. 

(2)  11 cseclids LO t11c n~l~olc of thc State or Himachal Pmdcsb. 

2. Definitions.- In lllis Acl, m~lcss Lherc is nnylhing repugnmt jn llle 
subjcc~ OF contest,- 

(a) "appointed day" Illcans die 1st day of April. 1948; 

(b) "child" rncans child diosc agc is not Icss h n  sis, and not morc 
than eleven years ; 

(c) "Covcrnn*~cnt school" means a schod cstablishcd and nlaintaincd 
by the State Go~vcmn~ent ; 

{d) "local rlutl~ori~y'l" nlcnns a Gram Pm~chayar, Pxnchnyt Samiti. 
Ziln Parishad, h ' n ~ a r  Pancl~ayat, Muilicipal Cauticil or Municipal 
Corporation ; 

(e) "parelit" includes guardian or any person 111110 has he actual 
clistody or is in cl~arg,c of a child ; 

If) "primary education" means such instruction i n  rending, wil ing  
and arithnleGc, as luny be prescribed for d ~ e  time being a1 the 
prim;uy school lcvel by tile S f n t e  Gavermncnt and such 
instructio~l in other snbjccts, if any. as rnny be detcnnincd by h c  
St ate Go~cnlment or \he local authority with tilt approval of the 
yrcscribcd authorio. ; 

{ "prinlny school" rncans a school in wllich Lutruction in prirnnql 
education is givcn ; 

01) "prescribed" I I I C ~ I S  prescribed by rilles made under this Act ; 

1. Passcd in Hindi by t t~c Ilimachul Prndesll Vidh:m S;~blia. For Spatcalcnt of Objects 
and Reasor~s sec l7.H.Y.Estn1., dittcrl 12.12.1997, p. 47 1 1 & 47 1 d. 



(i) "prescribed aulliority" means an autl~ori~y notificd as such by the 
State Govcmnlc~lt wlierhcr generally or for a particular purpose: 

) "schooI cotnmittec" Incans a comlnittcc appoir~ted under llle 

prorrjsions of scctior~ 4 of Illis Act : 

(k) "State Governtna~t" means Lhc Government of Himachnl Pradcsli; 
and 

(1) "to attend a primary school" mcms to bc present for ulstn~ctio~l 
at such school, on sucll days in the ?ear, at  sucll t imcs or timc and 
for so many hours on cach day of attcndmce, as may bc fiscd by 
the prescribed authority. 

3. Co~npulsory primary education.- From h e  appointed day the 
primary cducnlion of cllildren sllall be compulsory in L l~e State. 

4. Appointment of a school commitfee.- (I)  The prescribed nutliority 
sIinll appoint one or morc co~nmittccs for the purposc of esercising the powcrs 
and performing t l~c  dutics of the school co~nn~ittee undcr ths Act. 

(2) The composition of the school committee, lhc procedure of 
11omination and removal of its mernbcrs, their term of ofice, Lhcir qualificalions 
and disqualfications for conlinuiilg a s  mcmbers, thc filling of vacancies: Llic 
dissolution of the scIioo1 conunittcc and the procedure for thc conduct of its 
business, shrill bc such as may be prcscribed. 

(3) Subjcct to the provisions 01 this Act luid the rules made thereunder, 
tbt: scl~ool co~nrnittce shall cscrcjse discharge t l ~ c  follorring powers and 
functions, namely:- 

(a) to propngalc Il~e spread of primary education among thc children 
and parcnts in its area ; 

(b) to recomnlend ntIy ci~angcs which may seem to thc school 
catllmittee to be ~~ecessaiy in die hours of work, holidays and 
vacations in the scl~ools in its area ; 

(c) to make arrnngements to providc such facilities and to supcnlise 
the implementation of such schemes h~cluding mid-day n~eaI 
schcrne, as may be prescribed to the cllildrcn attending scl~ools 
in its area; 

{d) to recomnlend cxemplions born compulsory attendance a t  school 
under this Act; 

(e) to maintain ;in up-LO-date Iist of cIiildren liable lo altcnd school in 
its arcn and to obtain and kccp record of sucli otilcr infom~ntion 
as may be ncccssary for the purposc of enforcing UIC attcndancc 
of children at school and of preventing inlerfercnce with such 
attendance. 



(I) to repon 111e cases uf  nbsencc or ln le  altcndancc of prjuiar,? scl~ool 
tenchcrs and non-IcncIli~ig s t a r  poslcd in schools in its arcn : ; a d  

(5) to rcndcr all neccssnry hclp lo Cioucr~uncrl~ officials cngagcd i r ~  
tllc work of compulsory prima~y cducatio~~ in its arca. 

5.  Duty of pilrer~ts ro carrsc cbildl .e~~ to  attend school.- The p;\rcnls 
of every cllild shall, i f  s11cIt child ordinarily rcsidcs h~ the Stiltc, in the absencc 
oIn renso~iable escusc, cnuse sucll cllild ta alter~d prinlnry school. 

6 .  Issue of nltendnnce order by thc sct~ool  corn~niliee.- \Vllcrc i l ~ e  
scl~ool ccmmittec is satisfied dm( 3 j>nrcnr who is  bound under lhc provisio~e of 
seclion 5 LO cnuse tlie cllild lo i~~tetid a primary school has IhiIed to do so, h e  

scl~ool committee ~uay, ilftcr giving tbc ~larzrlt an opportut~i!>b 01 bci~ig heard, 
i~nd aCicr such inqi~ity ns it considcrs i lcctssny,  pass an orrlcr clirccting the 
parent to causc cl~ild to aucud a primary school from a date w.llicl> shall be 
specified i r ~  lllc orrler. 

7. Penalty far failure fu ohcy :~tte~~rfar~rc order.- Any parent ngninsl 
\vhorrl an order Ilns bczn passed lindcr scc t i o~~  h n~ld ivho, ~\~ i l l \out  reasonnblc 
zscusr: has failcd to obey s ~ l c l ~  ordcr, shall on conviclion beforc a Miigistmte or 
a Grnln Pnnclia!lal, bc liable to a fine not ~ S C C C ~ ~ I I S  t ~ v u  111111drcd mpecs. 

(2) Ally parcnl xvho 11nving been con\icted for ntl offence r~r~dcr  sub- 
szction f 1) coi~tinucs to d~sobcy the clrder pnsscd u ~ ~ d c r  scctio~i 6 sliall be IiabIc 
lo Furtl~er fine whidi  nlily cstend to five rupccs, for cvcry day aftcr the dntc of 
tile first col~vicl io~~ during wllich hc ; ins been proved to have pcrsisted in 
disobcyi~g thc order. 

8. Per~nlty for employing child liable to  attend primary schonl. h t ~ y  
person \vho slinll. drtri tlg the prescribed hor~rs of attcnda~lce at school, utilize on 
his own bellalf 01, on bef\illf of any other pcrson, ill conncctiun \\fit11 any 
cnlploy mcnt, whctller for rem~mcrntion or nol, tile scnlices 01 i111' child h o s e  
parent is requircd under the Act to causc llirn lo ;Ittend n p r i r n a ~  scl~ool, sl~i~ll, 
on conviction bcfore a MagisLrate or rt Graw Panchap1 be liable to a Iille llol 

csceeding nlpees five hundred. 

9. Cag~iizance of offences.- No court sl~all  take cogizancc of an 
orfence undcr scction 7 or scctiort 8 zscepl on ~Ilc cotllplaint of or 0x1 

information receivcd from the scl~onl conunittcc, or Croln such person as may bc 
nuthorised by the school coturnittee or by the Slate Govenmcnt by senera1 or 
special ordcr in this bebalf. 

10. Provisiorl of primal-y cdacation hy ttlc Statc C;ovcrnment.- Tllc 
Stn tc Govenuncnt sllnll nlake Incililics for primary educatjo~l nvailnblc in thc 
Sta~c.  



11. Power of State Governa~cnt to rnitkc rutcs.- (1) Thc Stats 

Government m y ,  after previous publication, make d e s  for tIie purpose 01 th is  
Act. 

(2) In particular and withoul prcjudicc to the ger.ernli[y of the porvers 
conferred bv sub-section ( I ) ,  thc Stalc Government may make n~lcs,- 

(a) prescribing under c lnu~c  (0 of scctioli 3. the range of instructiat~ 
in primary schools ; 

(I) dclcnnining generally what shall be considered to bc adcquatc 
provision for conlpulsory p r i m q  cduca~ion , 

(c) rcquirirlg b e  locd authority to prepare and publish a re~islcr of 
childrcn in its arca ; 

(d) t h e  manner in wllich tile comnitlces shall be constiluted, the 
pruccdwe of nominaiion and rc~novtll of its inen~bers n17d dlcir 
quaiification and disqudification, duties, power n ~ l d  
rcsponsibiIily; 

(c) the steps 1vllic11 the school conimittee may takc to secure 
ottcndnnce of dlilrlrzn at scho~l and the conditions under 114lich 
Icxre of abscnce 5orn schaol may be nllo~.rred ; 

(0 /At: jurisdiction of each schcol conll~littec whcre more t l ~ n  one 
sc11ool committzcs arc nppoinrcd ; 

(g )   lie rclat io:~ to be obscnred between the school cotnl~ljttezs and 
any cducation conulutte~ of any local wtl~ori(y tkat 1u;~y hnvc 
been nppointcd u~tdcr uther Act ; and 

(11) the niatrers which are to be and may be prescribed. 

(3) Eve3 rule made under h s  Act, shalI as soon as possible, aftcr it 
is made or issued, be laid on the Table of t l ~ c  1 e~sl a 1' ~ v e  

Assembly and fi, before the explry of the scssion in which i t  is so 
laid or the next session, the Assembly makes any nlodification ill 
any such ruIc or notif~cation or the  Assc~n~bly decides h a t  rule 
should not be made, tllc rule shall tllercufier have effect oniy ui 
such modiiied form nr bc of no effcct, ns tl~c case may be, so, 
howcvcr, that any such modification or aonulmcnt shdl be 
ivithout prejudice to the validily of ,mything previously dom or 
om~llcd to be done under that rule. 

12. Repeal and savin~s.-  (1) Tllc Himaclial Pradesh Compul so~  
Primary Education .?icl, 1953 is hcreby rcpealed. 

(2) Nolwithstandi~g sclcl~ repeal, anything donc or any ackivn tiiken 
under thc Act so repealed shall be dee~ncd lu have been done or taken under the 




