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THE MIZORAM STATE COMMISSION FOR WOMEN ACT. 2004.  
 

BILL NO. 16 OF 2004 
ACT NO 12 OF 2004 

PASSED ON 24.11.2004 
 
 
 
 

AN ACT  

to provide for the constitution of a State Level Commission for Women and for matters connected 
therewith or incidental thereto.  
 
Preamble  

 

Whereas it is expedient to provide for the constitution of a State Level Com-
mission for Women and for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto;  

 
Be it enacted by the Mizoram Legislative Assembly in the Fifty-fifth year of the 

Republic of India as follows -  

CHAPTER-I  

PRELIMINARY  
 
Short title 
extent and 
commencement  

Definitions  

 

1.  

2.  

 

(1) This Act may be called the Mizoram State Commission for 
Women Act, 2004.  

(2) It shall extend to the whole of the State of Mizoram. (3) 
It shall come into force on such date as the State 
Government may, by notification in Official Gazette, 
appoint.  

In this Act unless the context otherwise requires:-  

(a) "Chairperson" means the Chairperson appointed under this Act; 
(b) "Commission" means1heMizoram State Commission for 
Women constituted under section 3 of this Act;  
(c) "Constitution" means the Constitution of India;  
(d) "Member" means a Member of the Commission and includes 

the Member-Secretary;  
(e) "National Commission for Women" means the National 

Commission for women constituted Under section 3 of the 
National Commission for women Act, 1990 ( Central Act 20 
of 1990);  

(f) "prescribed" means prescribed by rules made Under this Act 
(g) "Women" includes adolescent girl or female child  
 



Com'rimtim of 3. (I) Tbe State Gmanment MI, by &ficatim in tbe official 
Sbr, Comdnion Gazette, c d t o t e  a body to be kwwn as the Minrnrm State 
for Wamm CoaunisionforWomeo,toarcrcisetbepowersconfwndon,and 

I t o p e r f o r m t h e ~ ~ t o i t & t h i s A c t l u d t b e R u l e s  
timed thaeuader. 

(2) The Commission shall consist of - 
(a) aCbairpcrsonoonmritedtothecwseofwomea,tobe 

~ b y t h e S m t e Q a v e n r m e n t ;  
(b) sevenwnaenmaaberstobe@ntednaniertalby 

theStatcGmemamt from amwgdpenoa~ of 
ability, inte@yandstambg,whohsvcsavsdtbe 
ccluseofwom~lorhevehsdwqraiemxinlaworleg- 
islation, l m k u a i o n i s m , ~ ~ f o w a i a d U r p .  
l T y o r ~ o n d t t e d t o ~ i 1 & c m -  
ploymeat pOaatial amongst m a n ,  women's wJm- 
buy &satiq admmistratioa, ecowrmio develop 
mcnt,bc$th,cduoatianorsuciaI~. 

(c) -*-,tobe naminstedbytheslate 
Gwamaeat,whoshallbe - - 
(i) an expert in the field o f m v t  of- 

G o v e m m e a t ~ o n . o r d m a v a n e o f  
or 

( i i )  a n ~ o f t h e S t a t e ~ w i t h a d a p a t e  
expai-. 

T-ofOf&~d 4. (1) TheChsirpasonaadevcrymanbcr~~theManber- 
eantiollld- S e a e b a r y ~ l h o l d o f f i c e t b r s u c h ~ 0 4 n o t ~ g  
ic+~c-b-- 
UdDkakn. 

t h n e ~ a s m a y b e ~ e d b y t h e S t a t e ~ i n  
thia behalf. 

(2) Tht Chairpetxm oraMcmberofthG Connnissiog otbathaa 
the Member Swetary may, by wn'biag and adQessed to the 
State Government, resign his/ha o E a .  

(3) The Slate Government may remove a person 6um the off1cc 
o f ~ b a i r p t r s o n o r ~ a n b c r d t h e r * t b c ~ ~  
tsry, iftbatpa~on - 
(a) b e c w # l a n ~ ~ k l v e n t , o r  

involves m u d  furpitUa, or 
(o) bcooma ofulwmad mind md studs so dccM by a 

armpemtcowt; or 
(4 ~ ~ b a r b e c a n e s i n c a p a b l e a f a c h g ,  
e % wi(BQUt ~ b n h e  kmc of absence fromthe 

CommiSsion.l lbsentfromfm~~~~m&tiags 



OftbeCammrsslos . . 
Or 

(0 i n t h e o p i n i o n o f ~ S $ d e ~ b a s s ~ a b u a c d  
the position of Chakperson or of mmber to rrnder 
tbnt pera6n's conthwm in the office to 
the@iciatse9t, 

Provided that mpersoasballbe remmedundcrw 
sub+mt ionuat i l t lmtpasanhasbeeag ivcna~e~  
nily of being heard m thc mat&. 
(4) A vrraacy m u d  upder sub-section (2) or otbawise MI 

be tlUed by a nomimtioa or clppoiohneat, a tbe case 
may be. 

(5) The slllrnies md dl- payable to, and o&r tsars .nd 
coaditioasof~nviceoftheChaimnwnllndMembsrsotbcr 

Ofllccm rmd em- 5. (1) The Stste Govammslt shall provide the Cannmissioll witb 
Ph-dComnk- s u c h o ~ r m d ~ ~ a s m a y b e ~ i O r t h e  
Ika &~:ient psrfotmpnce of the fimdioas oftbe Comnusston . . 

unda this Act 

and dh of service of& officas and 0 t h  employ- 
ees qpointcdfortbepnposeoftheCommissim shall be 

v h  cot .otb 7. No act or ploaesding of the Commission or Committee thereof 
~e sbell be questioned or &dl be invalid on tbe grouod merdy of tbc exist- 
hpofcolmdrb. ~ l l c ~ o f ~ v s c a n c y i a , o r r a y d e f e a i n t b e ~ 0 1 1 o f c u . ~ c a p e  

maybetheCommissionorsuchC!ummbc, 

(2) TbeCommissmshallhavetbepowe~tocwptasmanbrss 
of any committee appointed under silb-wction (1) as such manber of 
paarrmwhoawmtmembaJotthe~on.asitmaythinktit,  
endtbeprsonssocooprsdsbrllhavetberi~toettcad~~gof 
tkCownittestowhichibyhawbeeacooptcdmdblrepmtiaits 
pocadi~butshrllnotbrvethezighttovotcinany~~ofsadr 
Coinmiltee or Committees. 



(3) Thc~sooosptodshellbecntitldtorccdvcsuch 
tdra sitling allowcraces for athding the meeting of the Commitoee, as 
maybeprescribed ' 

Procedare to be 9. ( I )  The~ss ianoracommittcethercofsbdmeetasd 
r ~ m l a t d  by when naxssary and shall m a t  at such time and place as the Chairpason 
c- may thiek fit. 

(2) The Commisskm Wl regulate its own procedurr and the 
p m o e d u n ~ f ~ & ~ t b e r e o f .  

(3) AIIordasddecisionsofthcCommissionshall~clllthen- 
ticated by the Member4bmtmy or m his absence, by aay other officer 
ofthe Cotmnissionasmry be authorised in writing by tbe Cbairpemm 
in this behalf. 

FUNCTIONS OF COMMISSION 

Fuaciionr of 10. (1) S u b j a c t t o t h e p ~ v i s i o n s o f t b i s A c f t h e ~ ~ ~  
Colmabrrr perform dl or any ofthe following Wens, nemely ;- 

(a) to invwtigate and examine all mattgs rcl* to tbe 
s a f i ~ ~ d c d f o r w o m e n l m d a t b c ~ t u t i ~ 1 a n d o t h e r  
lawsaad~stcpstobctakcnbytbeSEstcOavaameat 
f o r d f ~ ~ 0 f J n c b s a f ' .  

(b) to mkv, fbm frome to time, the existing -om 
oftbeConstibrbiondotherkwsa&ctiagwommandreccrm- 
m c n d a m a d m e ~ ~ s o a s t o s u g g c s t ~ l c g i s h t i v e  
measunstorneetmylacmuae,ioadequaoksorJbortcomiagPin 
such kgislatioa; 

(c) totalnup~casesofvi~oftbepwisicnsof 
the Coastitution and ofother laws n w  to women withtbe ap 
pmpriate aulhoritiw 

(d) toIookmto~ntsandtakesuomobwtiuof 
matters relating to - 

(i) &privation or women's righ(J; 
(ii) m m w c i t a t i o n  oflaws awtmi  to provide 

protcctiontowomglanddsotorcbievetbe~ 
jootiw of equaiiw ud dowlopmmC 

(iii aoaamplimce ofpolicy deckiuq guidelines 
o r i m h u c t i o a s a i m e d a t m i t i ~ ~ a n d  
~ w e l f e r r a m d ~ d i o g n l i e f t o v ~ w n e o ;  
udtotakeuptheissuesarisiagoatofsachmat- 
ten witb approPriate auIho&iw, 

(e) to call for spacial U c s  or iwestim'ons into spe- 
cific problems or situations arising out of  dismmati . , 

'on a d  
atrocities slplinst mwen sad ideati@ the cmmtminls so as to w e  
ommend shmegk for their removal; 



(f) toMdatake~onalandcdratigullreaearcbso 
as to suggest ways of ensuring due qmcntntion of women m all 
spheres of life and identii btors responsible fix impediq Wr 

sucb as, lack of access to housing and basic serv- 
ices, inadequate suppolt sewices and techn~logia far reducing 
QudgeryandoccllpatiaaelhealtbhazardsrmdforincnaSingtheir - - 
prodactivity; 

(8) t o p a r t i c i p a t e a n d ~ o n t h e ~ p o c * r s o f  
socio-ecwnomic devdopmat of women; 

(b) to evaluate the progress of the development of woaeo 
under the State', 

(i) to visira jail, remand home, women's institution or 
odmplaceof~wherewomenarekcpasprisiaoers 
or othvise, aid take up with the coacemed authorities for 
remedial adion, if tbuad ntassary; 

(j) to fimdlitigatioa involving issues aftkdag large group 
orgroupsofwanell; 
(ti) tomake periodical reporttotheGovmmmtonany 
matter pertaining to women and in padicular various dim- 
culties under wbich women toil; 
(I) any o t k  me@ which may be r e f d  to it by the 
Central Government or the National Commission for 
Women. 

(2) The Cbmdsion shall, while investigating any matter 
refemxi to in clause (a) or subclause(i) of clause (d) of sub-scc- 
tion (I), have all the S w e ~  of a civil court tryiag n suit under the 
e x i s h g l a w s a n d , i n ~ i n ~ o f  thefo1lowingmattas, 
namely :- 

(a) summaringandnnfigttkeatteadanceofanyper- 
son6mnaaypar to f Ind inand~~hhn  onoatk 

(b) requiring &-discovery and productiononof any dow- 
mart; 

(c) receiving evidence on af[ida+, 
(d) any otba matter which may be prescribed. 

(3) (a) On any investion mentioned in clause (a) or sub- 
clauses (i) and (ii) of clause (d) of sub-seUion (I) being 
completed, tbc C d s s i o n  wldle taking up thematter with 
the State Gommnent or the appropiate authority uader 
clause (c) or clause (d) of d m a i o n  (I), may mmmmed 
totheStateGmraaraeatorthoappro@&~.asthe 
case may be, to institute legal PJUCC&I~ or psmmtion in 
the matter and mavdeo ncommend to the Stak Govan- 
mentorto(bc~teauthoriitymappoinbrcaorrselora 
special prosecutor for the conduct of any such legal piweed- - .  

ings or bld ion;  and the State Go- may, having 
regard to the namix of the case aad on being satisfled tbat it 



6 
is so -, to appoiat a counsel or special pnosec-, 
do so. 

mission fiom time to time the progress of any such legsl 
procsadbg or posecution tiled on the d . . ' of 
the Cnnmtssmn. 

(4) The State Gwermnent or the appropriate antbority as tbe 
case may be, sbaU not apply for withdmwal of sny such case or 
pocsodiae instituted under sub+e&m (3) without pior consul- 
tation in writing with the Commission. 

(5) I t s t m l l b e t b e d u t y o f t h e ~ o n t o f u m i s b ~  
and noommadstions on my report ofthc National Commission 
for Womm on my matter with which tbe State Grwamnent is 
Mncemed a9 Ihst Gowanmeat may call for. 

Govemmmt COD- 1 1. The Smk Govenumttt shall consult thc Commission on all major 
wlt Cammbdoo policy matts afFcding women at large. 

p-of- 12 (1) mCommrsaon . . m ~ y , t b r t h c p u r p o s c o f ~ i m n s -  
bD mIIILC ik lCrViOCl tigatiolw under this Act utilise the &ces of, - 
o f a * b f n m r d  (a) any otfiw or investigating a g a q  of the State Gov- 
h % P W W  cmtlLclltwiththecoanunnaofthatGovamnent, or 
f i U o r ~ i D v c c  (b) sny*- - (2) F o r t h e ~ o f a o s d u d i n g ~ ~ ~ i m y o f f i c a  

or~refemdtom~(a)ofsub-section(1)may,~bo(he 
d i m  ad colltrol of the Commission, - 

(a) smnmonandentiitbcattQdaaceofany~and 
examine bim; 

(b) requirethcdiscovgydpmductionof~ly~ts; 
and 

(c) qubition lllly public d o t  copy thereof from any 
oilice. 

(3) Sucboffi~acrgencyorthepersonsballinvestigateinto 
the matter as direc44 by the Canmission a d  submit a nplat thacon 
~ , i l I t h i s s e c t i o n n f b r # l t o a p " t b e ~ g a t i o o r e p r t ) , t o  
d K ~ o n w i t h i n s u c h ~ o r ~ p O n i o d a s m a y b e s l p e e i -  
t i e d o r e x t e a d a d b y t h e C k m m b i ~ i n ~ ~ E  

(4) The C o a r m i h  shall satisfyi~self about the mmcbxss of 



- - 
rion ~ u d e r * @ ) d ~ ( l ) o f ~  1zslnnsdjddbim 

to or be used against him in any civil or criminal proceding except in a 
~ f h r g i v i n g f f J s c e v # l e r r c t b y s u c b ~  

Pmvidedthatthe- 
(a) is ma& in mply to a question which is wired by the Com- 
drnorsuchoff iEcror~gea~yorsuchpasonb~,or  - - 
(b) is relevant to the ~ubjectmatta imd;a mvwti@ion. 

Regiatmtisll of vei- 14. (1) Any voluntary Oqwnidon fmmma within* State may 
mmwlku s e e l c ~ o n w i ( h t h e ~ 0 n f o r t h e p n p o a e O f t h e A n T h e  

Comsni&onmay,nttcrdsflingMfinthe-dcaaadfibyihe 
drt8~1cc CommissioaintheMtPedrokofsuchorganuRltEon . . . . in the mciety, 

include tbe name of such orgenwatton in its ngistrr, 
(2) The Cummission may &ntain a register of voluntary a- 

ganisations witbin the Shde d more particulsr womcn's a q d d o n s  
whoseassistanceitmaymekfrwtheclischargeofitsfaoctiom 

(3) In discharge of its tbndom, the Commission may seek the 
assistance ofany vduutary oqaoisaiions within the State, mon partiou- 
larly, the mnnen's organiisetiolls 

(4) A list of such orpmtmm 
. . 

mg@d with& C h m b i o n  
sballbellrsdeavailabktoanycouaarautboritym,onraques(,totb: 
manbeas of- public. 

(5) If, for any reasons to be recordd m writing. thc Chumis- 
siondeems it fit to cancel the name of any oqpmdmn . . f n r m i e m ,  
it may do so. r&r giving such orgdwirn a d l e  oppbaPaity to 
bc heard 

(6) The~moftbeCamnisS ionaboutsuchamce l~~  
be final. 

Granh by Sntc 16. (1) State Oav- shalt after due apmmtm 
. . mde 

Covsauat ' by the State l&gislaturc by law in tbis bdml& pay to the Commissicm by 
way ofgnatsfiom 1 & ~ i ~ W o f t h e  Sto6e,sucbsumsof 
momyastfieState~ntmaytbialhtforbeingutilisaifmtb: 
~u r~oses  of this Act 

be &atedadas expenditwe payable out if the grants rebed to h sub- 
section (I). 



Power to r 8 k e  
Rda 

17. (1) The C-onuni- shall maintain p r o p  wxolmg and otha 

the ~&'~ewral  aft& state o f ~ i ~ * s m .  
(2) TheamndacmuatrroftheCommissionshallbeamditedby 

t h e ~ O e n e r a l o f t h ! S e r r t e ~ s P c h ~ m l l y r y b C ~  
byhhnatd~ny~illcumdincoEllsectioawithsuchulditsbrll 
be payable by the Commission to the Acmmtmt General. 

(3) TbeAcoonmElmtGcllaalcmdanypersoa~by16m 
in~ ionwithfhcaudi io f tbe~untsof the  CommissiPnder 
thisAct,shall havethciramtrightandprivilegcsandtbrc~in 
caawctioawith suchauditasthe Acunmtmtaenoral genedy basin 
~ o n w i t h t h c a u d i t o f ( i w c r m n e a t ~ ~ i n ~ ,  
shall have thc right to dcmaod ibe production of books, reoouads coot- 
~voucbas&othadocumentsaDrippcrsaDritoiaspectwyof 
the offices of the fihmmmm. . . 

(4) lhaccoun@oftheCommksiim,as~edbythcAc- 
countantaeacraloranyoSberpersondulyappointedor~by 
him in this W,to@erwiththeauditrqJorttheneon,sball beh-  
wsad#larm~lytotheStsteGovamnentbytheComrmssl 

. . on. 

copy thettofto ~e state aovanrment. 
19. TbeStatcaovamoeotshPll~thcanwalrepo~t~ddtbe 
r c p o r t s a s m a y b e ~ l m d a  ~ o n ( l ) o f ~  1OOogdha 
WiththcmemorandumofactioDtaLcaorpmpwedtobetaeaon~ 
mmmmdaiondardtherein, insofarasthcyrebtetotheSt.le 
Oovmmcntandtbrc~fathewbaoaptsllce,ifimy,ofsucbrcc- 
~~tr'cmaadtheauditnpoPftobelsidassoonurmsybcsftathe 
v r t s  m nccbed, befare the State Legislatiwe Asmbly. 

(a) ~ ~ ~ m d a l l o t m ~ ~ ~ ~ b t o s o b t b s o t h a t n m s  
andcodCmurofd&ofthe~heirparoa and the 
Mrm~tmlas1&~e~ im(5 )dsoc t ion4o ld~  



Applkrlk.oftM 
Na&ul C.amlr- 
sion for Women 
ActJ990 (Cmtd 
ArtNa20efl990) 
motband. 

a d o r h s ~ u n d a ~ ( 2 ) o f & 5 ;  
(b) nllawawxsforattawliagthefieoftheconmdttee 

by theco.opted pasomunder~on(3)ofscdion 
s; 

(c) other mattem lmder clause (d) of s h s c c h  (2) of 
d m  10; 

(d) anyothGt~rwbichisrequindtobeormaybc 
ma 

(3) E v e r y d e m a d e ~ ~ A ~ M l b e l a i d e s ~ a s n u y  
be after it is made. b e f i  the Mizocam LeaislativeAsjemMvwhiiitis 

-ly the session or mamsiw sesB<(wi as aforeslid 

eHiotdyinsuch~adhorbcofmeffscfastheclgemilybe 
sqbwever,that anysuchad&atkmorarmulmeotsbsllbewihut 
~atoth:validityofanythiagpreviouslydomoromatcdtobe 
done uadsr that rule. 

22. If cmy di-ty arises in giving e m  to the pmhskm of tbis 
Act, the Stete aoveramcnt may, by ordcr published in the Of6cii 
Gazed&, make such provisions not i d s t c n t  with the pmvis i~  of 
this Act as appeam to it to be na~sary  or expedient far ranovll ofthe 
difiiculty. 

23. The provisions ofthis Actorthe rules made thm&a sball be m 
~timtOaadaotindaoeptioaofotin~ctwitb~~i~of 
N a t i d  Commission for Women Act, 1990 (CentdActNo.20 of1990) 


