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rBIlcienf and Historic01 Monifments I1966 ,.( r : T.N. . &  Act 25 .L '$d A r c h v  Zogiqa( Sitis' ins 4ernains 
I E.?~;~;.3"JT.?, &,+;.& y ~ ,  GI;**  L . . ~ ~ w ~ , ~ J : . : , , s ~ ) ~  ~ T A M I E  NADU] ACT No. 25 OF 1966.2 

TITE 1WAMIL NADU] ANCIENT AND HXSTORICAZi 
MONUMENTS AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL 

SITES AND REMAINS ACT, 1966. 

[Received the assent of the President on the 31st. Janlia j 
1967, first published in the Fort, St .  G ~ r g e  Gazette 
Extraordinary, on the 11th February 1967 (Ma'@-:22, 
1888I.l 

An Act to provide for the preservation of&iciertt and 
hib ', :.:cG l m o m e n t s  and archaeological sites a d  
remains other t k ~ n  those -ofnational irnpa~tdnap, f ~ $  
regulation of archaeological excavations and. for i the 

: r,'; . .. pr~te~tjf ln .pi $~ul&res, carvings and .othetf$%e-+objiits. 
-7 ..<. c 

BB it .enac(e&.;by the .legislature pf- the [State of Tamil 
Nadu] in 'the Se-denteenth Year of the Republic of India as 
follows :- , . . . 

.. . ..:1 . -  
PRELIMINARY. , .. . 

L ! , *  ,,.,+* &... 3 2  * : it.'*.. f . . . 
mart titfb, '?,% . . . ,  . 

0' ' 7  ,', 

Went and 1; (1)  his Act may .be be. called tue"*['ELq1l. Nadu J 
-6rnent. Ancient and' Historical ' Monument's and kchaeb~ogic~l 

Sites and, l)ep@p .Act, . 
,i .: ; ,N. .:.>: .y 'L 19 .  *.I 

(2) It extends to the whole qf tb  IS^& of Tamil, 
Nsrdu J. , \ . ,  ' - i 

' ( ,  : r .  ,$lt;: 

1 ? tm 

(3) It shill come into force 'on such date as the 
Government mays . '4 qyljp~i9f ?, a p i * t *  

-ions. 2. In this .4ct ,unless the context .othyr@se ~ g q u i 9 ~ -  .~~[- . ; ;~, ,~ ,'Jt-XI ;)!':2 'ti.: ; !:-*-.-:.&'I - : r >  1 a,.;3*:,d%- t - 1 4  . < 

t . . . . :y,; 1 ,$!C< (a) "ancienr qonument 'l qFqns, .. :stsuc e, 
or monumem' b&Va%b@it~.6$ 'r'$~&q ' gf *Fg. 

1*b t * or any cave; ?&$~k&&ttux~ +:  , : I  i~.;;,;~~ ~ i $ & i @ t i ~ G  - 5 ~ ~ ~  .a I{$ orqpi&Jh, ,,$ 

i ~ h w e  words .were+ substitu fbr &k$' t $ & & f ' v T  aFb rj fjhe ~ ~ . r & ~ a d u  M a p  tadad of La* 0ftl6ktl gs9; asfe&.ti@9"pd1 
~ & & p t a t ~ ~ q ~ ~ p f f L a ~ ~ 6 ~ ~ d  &mmdmepe:: Or-n & b 

(6.. 
("* ,".f!?3fff)i# 

8 For Statement of Objyts apdfHb?oq,,see '&m,~g . ,  G$ 
tre ~xtraordinay,dated * . \it.3~(19$ . *rjfbgt19$6,' ~ k ~ ~ - ~ b ~ ~ ~ ~ m  . .  ,. 3 
pages 682-683.- , . .. :. ' .. .' '.: . : . , . - . C Z :  P 

'4 
<. 

, . ' A ,  .., ,-t 
8 mis rnprkion was substituted Qr ~p expre8si&; y Sta(e of 

&dr& "'by the 'Tddl Nadu 'Adaptation of Laws order 1969, as 
b h k d ~ d  by the Tamil Nadu Adaptation of Laws, (sdWbd' b n d  
meat) Order, 1969, . . . ;jx . I 

I I 
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A W n t  and Hbtoricol Monuments [I966 : T.N. Act 25 

and Archaeological Sites and"~emains 1 I. r- 
1 

(d) 46amhaeologioal site and remains" means any 
area which oontains or is reasonabIy believed to contain 
ruins or relics of historioal or archaeological importance 
which have been in existence for not less than one hundred 
years, and . includes- 

(i) such portion of land adjoi ni the area as may be 

it, and 
"i required for fenoing or covering in or o .herwise preserving 

I 

(ii) the means of access to, and convenient inspeo- 
tion of, the area , 
but does not include any archaeological site or remains 
declared by or lincier law made by Parliament to be of 
national impor tame ; 

(e) "Director" means the Director of Archaeology 
and includes any ofecer authorised by the Government, 
by notification, to exercise the powers conferred on, and 
discharge ilie duties imposed upon the Director under, 
this Act ; 

(f) "Government" mans  the State Government ; 

(g) "mzintain" with its grammatical variations and 
cognate expressions, includes the ftnoing covering in, 
repairing, restoring and cleaning of a protected monument, 
and the doing of any act which may be necessary for the 
purpose of preserving a protected monument or of securing 
convenient access thereto ; 

(h) "owner " includes- 

(1) a joint owner invested with powers of manage- 
ment on behalf of himself and other joint owners and the 
successor-in-title of any such owner, and 

', , .' . ,, V ,.a . i 

(ii) any manager or trustee exercising powers of 
managanent pad the suwor-inoffice of any such 
manager or trustee ; 

( i )  "protected area" means any archaeologidl site 
and remains which i declared to be a protected area under 
this Act ', 
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1 '  I 

; ?. v a 
- 4  

monument'' means any ancient 
declared to be a protected, monument 

* < 

N OF ' ~NCIENT'= MONUME~TS AND; 
EOLOGICAL SITES AND REMAJNS, .. , ... 

Where the Government are of"ci$hi& I h i t  aGjt 
meqt "or , , ar.chaeologiqa1 Site ' and remains 

&ion tinder this Act, tlieymay,by notiification, 
noticeof their intention to declare such 
t'or archaeological sit* and remains to be 

ted monumept or a prorected 'area,as the case may 
a: eopy'of every such notificati6ri shall be affixed 
n$cuous place near the mdnuinent or the site 
S m s ,  as the case may be. 

. (2) Any person interested in any such ancient 
iiument or archaeolorzical site and remains mav. within 

?J Government may, after considering the objections, 
ny, received by them, declare by notification, the ancient 

, purchase, or tali+ a lease of, or accept a gift 
f, any protected monument. 

(2) Where a protected monument is Without an owner, 
i *w .my,  by notification, assume the guardianship 

r. . ., 3. ,.... , . 
Power of 
Government Q o 
declare andens 
monuments, etG, 
to  be protected 
monuments 
and areas. 

- z  ------- 
fii months after the issce of the notification; object to the 
%laration of the monument, or the archaeological site 
id remains, asthe case may be, to be e protected monu- 
8nt or a protected area. p;, ": 
<Wd (3) On the eapiry of the said period of two months, 

okment or the archaeological site and rcn~zins, as the 
oe may be, to be a protscted monument or a protect-d 
m. 

I ,  
&;k " . < 

(4) A notification issued under sub-section (3) shall. 
hess and until it is withdrawn, be conclusive evidence of 
i fact that the ancient monument or the archaeological 
e: and remains to which it relates, isa protected 
k e n t . o r  a protected area for the purposzs of this 

PROTECTED MONUMENTS. 
. .  . 

of 
rlgnts in a pro- 
tected monu- 
ment. 



A n c i e ~ t  and Hf8ror'ical : , [I966 : T.N. Act 
Monuments and ~ r c  haeologi~al Sites and Remains 

Preser va t 
protected 
sonume] 
agreemen 

~t by monument to enter into an agreement with the ,Govern; 
5. ment within a specified period, for the maintenance,( 

the monument. 9 :% 

ui 

, - < .  . e 

, '"4 k s t 1  .,48' 
(2) An aggreement under this section .I 

for all or any of the following matters, name 
,.. + - -- * - ,  

(0) the maintenance of the mofiiimentnt; ' - $4 
I '.? 8 . . '. -<;r*3 

(c) the restriction of the owner's right- 
2 

t' .. P 
1' , ' * . ,  J ' . L A  * .*, , k 9 * *  * it % $  1 

(i) t 0 use the monumcnt :br , my purpoie;~ 

4. ' 0 d l - .  

(ii) to charge any fee for entry into, 
LIVII 01) L U ~  ~ i ~ o ; r u i i i & &  

L -*.. 
W P L  -*.  b ,  . 

7b 



. 

: T.N. Act 251 - ,  . .  Ancient aqd.Historic~l 
Monuments and ~rchaeological Sites und ~ema;i.js 

, . 
(iii) to destroy, rrmove, alter or deface the 

. % . I  I 

!' , I *  , . . t . -4 . . . . . I .  

.' $ 

I I 

4 ('6 " .i..'..', ...' : ,,.!, r f .*4  

I. 
.r ,\ . , . b . . * t ,  #*. t *  I . '  
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(h) the appointment of an authority to decida any 
dispute arising out of the agreement ; and 

(i) ary matter connected with the maintenance 
of the monurne~lt which is a proper subject of agreement 
between the owner and the Government. 

(3) The Government or the owner may, at any time, 
after the expiration of three years fiom the date of 
execution of an agreement under this section, terminate 
it on giving six months' notice in writing to the other party : 

Provided that where the agreementis terminated 
by the owner, he shall pay to the Government theexpmes, 
if any, incurred by them on the maintenanm of the monu- 
ment during the five years i~nmediately preceding the 
termination of the agreement or, if the agreemsnt has bean 
in force for a shorter period, during the period the agae- 
ment was in form. 

(4) An agreement under this section shall be binding 
on any person chiming to be the owner of tho monu- 
ment to which it relates, from, through or under a party 
by whom or on whose behalf the agreement was executed. 

!Persons compe- 6. (1) If the owner of a protected monument is unable, 
tent to ~ercise  by rer,soa of ini:Lsrity or other disability, to act for himself, 

Of owner the person lcgally competent to act on his bhalf may under section 5, 
in respect of a exercise the posers conizrred upon an owner by section 5. 
protected monu- 
man t, when 
owner is under 
disability or (2) In the case of a protected monument which is 
when it is a a village property, the headman or other village o h r  
village property. exercising powers of management over such property may 

exercise the powers conferred upon an owner by scotion 5. 

(3) Kothing in this section, shall be deemed to 
power any person ncdt being of the same religion'as tha 
person on whose behalf he is acting to make or execute 
an agrmment relating to a protected monument which or 
any part of which is periodically used for the religious 
worship ox 04sorvances of tha religion. P 

AP lication of 7. (1) If any owner or other person competent to 
dknent to enter into an agreement under sectiori 5 for tile maintdnaae en 

ae~aira ~ro*ea@d of a protected monument refiles lor fails to enter into 
monument. such an agrecmcnt, c d  if any ondomat bas been ormt0.d 

* 
for the purpose of keeping such monument in repair br 



- ----. 

An~ient  and lTistorical Monuments 603 
and ArchaeolpgicpI Sites and Remains < 

3 a 

strict judge if the protected monu- 
where, or, i f  the estimated cost 
nt does not exceed om thousand 

plication to the Madras City 
of the district judge, .as the 
er application of such endow- 

n and examine the owner 

person competent lo Failure or 
n 5 for illt: maintenanci: refusal to 
fails to enter into such enter into an  

or under, the owner 

b ,  

.* r 



(2) Any person aggrieved 
I 

this section may appeal to the 
'time Bnd in such 'manner as m 
decision of ihe Government s 

Enforcement 

Director may fik, to do any 
the Direc-cor is necessary for the maintenan 
mcnt, the Director may authorise any pe 

I . I . (  

a'ErCemen:. 

(2) If any' dispute ari 
expenses payable by the. o 
sub-section (I), it shall be 
whose decision shall be final. 

Purchasers at 

I 

Acquisition 01 12. If the ~ o v i i n m e  
protected monument is in danger4 
monument* or allovred to fall into decay, they may acquire the 

protected monument under. the piovibio~s of the Land ' 
Acquisition Act, '1 894 (Central Act I of 1894), as i:' tHz . ' 
mailltcaance of' the protected lnonument dere a ~ ~ i b l f c  
q...e....rm,. ..z:*t.:CI ,, m..,qt.)* 

U, ptto . .. a b u a u  isw -,.+..:31 CT t b ~ t  -4ct. 

- 
-----wl%sclyl. 

&yi- 
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PROTECTED AREAS. 

Restrictions on 18. (1) No person, including the owner or occu- 
edoyment of pier of a protected area, shall construct any building within 
Property rigbts the protected area or carry on any mining, quarrying, in protected 
areas. excavating, blasting, or any operation of a like nature in 

s,-h area or utilise such area or any part thereof in any 
other manner without the permission of the Government : 

Provided that nothing in this sub-section shall be 
deemed to prohibit the use of any such area or part thereof 
for purposes of cultivation if such cultivation does not 
involve t& digging of not more than 0.5 metre of' soil 
from the surface. 

be removed with 
refuses or fails to ~8 
cause the build~ng 
liable to pay the 

power ,aq&e 19. If the Gover 
rir protected ted area contains 
area*. . +  

t . ! 
1. ' 

1 1 . -  r . . ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATIONS. 

-vati-Qfis ir 
protected a*s* 

to the Director aud the owner, enter upon 
excavations in any protpcted area. 

mavations in 21. Subject to the grovis 
areas other than Monumefits and Archaeo1ogica:l Sites and Remiins 
protected 1958 (Ccntral Act 24 of 1958), where an archaeolo 

yn** *, - *?. - 
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-L , ,: & < . i f ~ c ~ q ~ q l ~ ~ i c a  11, sit$ a ~ d  Remains ' * k  .. * >-it 13 c .  , 8 . :%<$ .j%$$.,?~+$ p '; s t *  , 

' . 
1 ' 1 . .  ' 7  ' 

(2) aijpllcation for per ... 3 ,, - 4 -  >$,,**.:> 

I r 
a . - 1  : $ . a , .  ,,.2 h;. . section (1) shall be in such form a 

, . culars as vmy be prescribed. 

, . -  
I . .  . . 

, , ,* r '.S.'$ ,y:: Q/: ; r : * y : ; ,  . < .  
3 , *,.& $+H&$q SOP; CQmN~A~d; qf . ! ,. ' ' f . *.I ' 4  *: =oi'ri:rr :c? .,:IPZ~.I. c 2.. J ,.. a .. , . , . , ,. , , ,., ,: .':,.. ;> *\,i ;; . 
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w 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

may be prescribed or as may be .specified in the 
ion, and also to controland revision by the Govern* 

or bj such officer or authority subordinato to them 
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"\ .- .. . .. : (iii) removes from a protected , m 
>., . sculpture, carving, image, ba s-r eligf, -inscr 

I like object , or 
(iv) does any act in contravention 

(1) of section 18, 

shall be punishable with imprisoament~for 6 term wgicl? 
may extend to three months or. with 
extend ta five thousand rupees or awith*bo 

" L  

extend to five thousan 
a person of any supb 
such person, to rest 
which it was moved; 

Jurisdication of 30. No court inferior to tbat 
criminal courts. or a magistrate of the first- 

undeg this Act. , 

. . 

1 

able with fine exceeding two thousand rupees. 
-- .. - * ., .-. - 

** Now the Code of Criminal Pro 
2 of 1974). 

t See section 29 of t 
(Central Act 2 of 1974). 

- _ * *  ... 

/?F 
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ded that noth;llg CC-lt ? ! ~ 2  in this sub-section 
m any such person liable to any punishment if 

s that tho offence was committed w: ~thout bis 
ge or that he exercised all due diligence to ipre- 

art of, any director, manager, 
he company, such director, 

, secretary or other officer * shall also be 
o be guilty of that offence and shall be liable to 

~ e e d e d  against and punished accordingly. 

'' company '' means any body corporate, and 
es a firin or .other association of individuals ; and 

o a firm, means a partner 

\ 
.Government from any how 

amaultr dm certificate issued by the ,, ,he 
er-authorised by him in ~ o v e r n m ~ ,  

e manner as ar? arrmr 
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An'cieat. - 35. If the Government are of opinion that it is no tdnger 
monummts~ necessary to' protect any ancient monument or archaeol6g.i- etc., n o  1ong.r 
requiring cal site and remains under the provisions of this Act, they 
protection. may, by notification, declare that the ancient monument or 

archaeological site and remains, as the case may. .be, has 
I ceased to be a protected monument or a protected.area for 

the purposes of this Act. 

Power to 36. Any clerical mistake patenterror or error arising from 
correct mistakes accidental slip or omission in the description of any ancient 
et c. monument or archaeological site and remains ,declared. to 

be a protected monument or a protected area mder this 
I Act may, at zny time, be corrected by the Government by 

notification. 
I 

Protect ion of 

I 
37. No suit for compensation and 

action tak:n ."41 lie against any public servan under tfi' which is in good faith done or i 
exercise of any power conferred by this Act. 

Power to ' 38. (1) T;le Government may make rules to carry ou 
make nrles* the pnrposes o i  this Act. 

(2) In ~articular,and without 
of the foregoing power, such rul 
any of the following matters. n 

I (a) the yohibition- or 
otherwise of mining, quarrying, 
operation of a like nature near a 
construction of buildings on lan 
and the removal of unauthoris 

(b) the grant of licences and pe 
excavations for archaeological purposes in prote 
the anthorities by whom, and the restrictions and 
subjei:t to which, such licences and permissions 

33u :rJ .Ld . granted, the taking of securities from li 
Qw:, ,: s a such permissions and the fees that m 

a !jc:nces and permissio s; .P * (3 - :. > &  5 > ; 

* 

. . - .- 
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and Archaeological Sites ustd Remains 

t of access of the public to a protected 
fee, if any, to be charged therefor ; 

and contedis of tha report of an archaeo- 
censee under clause (a) of sxb-section (1) 

h an applicatioll for permission 

mice o f  any order or notice 

r in which excavations and other like 
ological purposes may be carried on; , , 

hich is to be or may be pres- 3 

'(3) Any rule made under this sectiol~ may provide 
' a ;breach thereof shall be punishable,- 

:::(ii) in the case of a rule made with reference 
tion (2), with fine which may extend 

i be published in Publication of 
tte and, unless they are ex. rules , com- 
n a particular day, shall come z:,",yint 
ich they are SO published, notifications --------- and placing of 

du Goverament Gazette. rules and noti0- 
cations before 
the Legislature, 
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(2) All notifications issued undu this 
unless they are expressed to come into force on a 
day, come into force on the day on which . they are 

(3) Every rule made and notification issued unbf 
this Act shali, as soon as possible, after 
be placed on the table of both House 
and if, before the expiry of the sessi 
placed or the next session, both Ho 
any modification in any such rule o 
Houses agree that the rule or nu 
made or issued, the rule or notification shall thereafter have 
effect only in such modified form or be of no effect, as the 
case may be, so however, that any such modification or 
annulment shall be without prejudice to the validity of 
anything previously done under that r d e  or notification. 

b p ~ , n l s  a4d , 40. (1) Any law corresponding to this Act in 'force iu 
saving$. the added territories immediately b 

of this Act, including the Andhr 
Wistoricai Monuments ana Arc'Llaeologicsl Sites 
Remains Act, 1960 (Andhra Pradesh Act VII ofv 
(hereafte + ia this section referred to as the correspo 
law), shall stand repealed on such commencement. 

(2) The Ancient Monuments Preserv 
(Central Act VII of 1904) , shall cease to 
relation to ancient monuments and archa 
and remains declared under this Act to be 
ments or protected areas, except as resp 
omitted to be done before the commenc 

(3) The repeal by sub-section (1) 
law shall not affect-- 

(i) the previous operation of the corresponding 
or mything duly done or suffered thereunder ; or 

(iij any right, privilege, obligation 
acquired, accrued or #curred under the co 
law ; or 

(ili) any penally, forfeiture or punishment inc 
in respect of any ~flencc committed against the c 
ponding law ; or 

,* 

. . 
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on, iegal proceeding cc remedy may 
or enforced and any such penalty, 

t may be. imposed as if this Act had 

the repeal by sub-section (i) of 
ancient monuments or archaeolo- 
clared to be protected monuments 
the corresponding law shall be 

s or archaeo10gic:al sites and 
monuments or protected 

sponding law shall be 
under ths Act and 

, unless and until , 
n taken under this 

;?) reference to the corresponding law in any law 
continues to. be in force in the added territories ailbA 
&elidbent of this Act shall, in relation to thobe 

ones , be construed as a reference to this Act. 




