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The following Act of  he Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly receikc~ the 
assent of the Resident on the 22nd April 1997 and :is A,,, -hv published 
for general information:- 

ACT No. 20 OF 1997. 

An Act to provide for the protection from eviction of cultivating tenantsjlwho 
are in arrears with respect to the rent payable to the landlord. 

BB i t  enactedi by the Legislative Assembly of the State of ~Tamil, 1 Nadu 
in the Forty eighth year( of the Republic of India as); follows- 

-. . 
1. <I) @ This Act may be called the Tamil Wadu Cultivating Tenants! Short t ~ t l ~  

(Protection from Eviction) Act, 1997. 
(2) It app!ies to all cultivating tenants in the: drought :affected arees 

and [flood affected :'areas. 

P(3) Ttr shall Tbe deemed tqhave come into force on the (1st day of July 
1996 and shall rremainf i$force upto,[and inclusive 'of the 30th day of June 1999. 1 

(4) Upon the ex&) *of this Act, the provisions !of section 8 of the Tamil 
Nadu General ClausesJAct, 1891 shall apply as ifthis Act had then been repealed 
by a Tamil Nadu Act. 

2. In this Act, 1 unless' the-context otherwise requires- Definitions, 
(a) "Cultivating tenant " means- 

(i) ;& cultivating tenant! asvdefined in clause (aa) of section 2 of the 
Tenants " Protection Act; or 

(b) - " '.rought affected 'areas" means the areas specified in Schedule I In this 

(c) "flood affected areas" means the areas specified in Schedule-JI to this 

(d )  "'Pl~hlic ' rust Ac:" means the Tamil Nadu I'ublic Trust (Regulation of 
Adlninistr ? 1 7  ?!? of ,jgl.icult Ira1  ana as) A:t, 1961 : 
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y t  8 4,fi , );,I~. . .:. , (e) "Tenants Proteciion Act " means thc T'mil N.du Cultivaling Tenants T d  
Protection Act, 1955; E . t I  

XXV 
6 1 v j  ' .  + - 

(f) words and expression used and not defined in this Act but defined 
- ,,,. iq. @e 5- . m t i ~ n  Act 0~iQ.d~dbb1ic Trusts Act- shall. have the *me%tii@s " * ~ L V & * ~  ... 

respectively assgined to them in theTenants Protection Act or in the Public Trusts 
Act, as the case may lie. 

, *'$ \ 

3. During ~0lltin~a3CG . . Of . . "  hft,- 
..z%.%+; 
L '  ,*-* 

pt iva t ing  tenat (i) ng application under the Tenants Protfction Act or under ~*t..-% 
, ot to be e q e d  IF1 of teh P&lic ~ f ~ s t s  Act ~ h d l  %made by or at the ;nstance of a 1 

theT'grdpnd lord or a pllblic trust, for the eviction of a cultivating tenant from his ' 

$tat heir in or any part thereof on the ground that the cultival ing tenant arrear with rarpct 
?$rear. to the rent payable to the landlord or to the public trust, as the case m&y k. 

* 5 

(ii) no cultivating tenant shall be evicted lrom his holding or any part 
thereof by or at the instance of the landlord or the public trust concerned whether 

, in execution of a decree or order of a Court 01- otherwise on the ground . W .  . tk4t the cultivating tenant is In arrear with respect to the rent payable to the land- 
lord or to the pub!ic trust !s \$? fasq qay . . bj?. 

Explanation.-FO~ t h ~  pypq (; 04 this. section and swtion 4 and 7"rent" 
means the to@ amount ofamars o!knt accrued due to $he  lor$ on or b&gfe 

- fie30 tk day of June 1996-and ~utstiii?iii~~'i'the'~date' ofihe p%!~cation of this 
Act or rent payable for the fasli year ending . with -. .- the . 30th cay of June 1997 or both. 

Stay of appli- 
cations and suits 
for eviction of a 
cultivating 
tenant. 

Excluation of 
time for 
limitation. 

4. (a) All applications under the TenantscP<otectio~ Act or under Chapter 
XI1 of the Public & a d  - ' 

z l .. 

(6) all suits proceedings in execution of decrees or orders and other 
procg&gs for the eviction of a cultCva,ting tenant on the grou'ipl that hg is 
in qrr$&r with respect to'the rent-payable to the landlord or to the p?b!lc *st, 
as the case may be and pending before a Revenue Divisional Weer, an authorised 
officer, a court or other authority as the case m~iy be shall stand stayed. . . 

5. In computing the period of hmiwciun ,)i limit af time prescribed for a 
SV,$ or an appIi,wtion for the eviction oCa cultivating tenant or an appht ion  for 
the execution of scree or order for such eviction the time during whrch he' was 
protected by sections 3 and 4 from eviction shall be e~clu4ed. . , . - , ,, . 

~ Explanation.-A deqee or Q&C shallbe, deemedto be decree or. order for 
the eviction of cultivating teMqt ntttwithstapPing that any other relief is also 

3 s  . .. ' L  . .d granted by suck decree' or 'order. 

~~~~. 0: 6. All application for the eviction of a cultivating tenant undqg the 
app,mlop &a enants Protection Act or under Chapter 111 of the Public Trusts A&, as the 
duts and case may be, and all suits an9 grposdi u n d ~  this Act shall after the 
proceedings expiration of this 4ct. be Iji;op I yit$ svbject to the provisions 
after the expira of any law which may then be in force,'from the Stage which had bee4 rea~hed whne 
tio?,of the Ast. the application, suit or othei pro&edips , s L staye$"+ 

~ i ~ d t  to restora- 7. (1) Any cultivating tenant who had been evicted from any land on or 
tion of posses- the 1st day of July 1996 bpt before the date of the publication of this Act 
sion of evicted after~n the ?%.nil Nadn Government G@t,te, on t&.grouncI tha: sqch cultivating 
cultivating tenant was in arrear with r e p s  to the rent payable to the lanplo~d or the 
tenant. public trust as the vcase may 86 'sh3l onCipplicatib~, ta,tbe Bdvr;?, > P i  isional 

ORicer or the authorised OEcer as the case may within a pcriot' of 'bee 
mplr&s afrer the date of such p u b x i o n  &"entitled to be restored' to possssion 
of such land and td hold it with all the rights and subject to all the ~iabi~itks 
of a culti@ing te* yu&r t h ~  Rnant &cotection Act or under the Public 
Trusts Act, as the case may be: 



SCHEDULE-I. 

[*Won ?)and 93. 

DROUGHT-AFFECTED AREAS. 
~ m s  of It Dlstrkt- 

1. Chidambaranar. 
2. Kanniyakumari. 

3. Ranzanathapuram. 

4. Kamampr. 

5. Tirunelveli-Kattabommn. 

6. Coimbatore. 

7. Pudukkottai. 

8.  ~iruchirappalli-Penunbudugu? Mutharayai 
9. Karur-Dheeran Chinnamalai. 
10. Perambalur-Thiruvalluvar. 

11. T hanjavur. 

12. Pasuml on Muthuramalainga Thevar 

13. Nagai Quaid-e-Milleth. 
14. South Arcot Vallalar. 

IS. Salem. 

1'5. villupuram-Ratuasamy Padayachiar. 

- 
- - 

. * -- . -- 
I 
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Provided that the application may .be received after the period of three 
months 'iforesaid but before the expiry of this Act, if the applicant satis& 
the Revenue Divisional Officer or th authorised Wcet,, as the case may be 
tha; the had suilicient c a ~  for not ma+g the application within the said 
m o d  of three months. 4 I 

(2) The Provisions of sub-seetion (4) of section 4 of the Tma t s  Protection 
Act oras the case may be, sub-section (2 of sectior 20 rf  the  lie T ~usts 
Act shall so far as may be, apply to an applicat~on under, sub-section (1). 

8 . The provisio 1s of this Act shall have efpect not withstanding anything Act to over tjde 
inconsistent therewith contame ln theTenants Protection Act, the Public Trusts o t m  lam, 
Act, the Tamil Nadu Cultivating Tenants Arrears of Rent (Relief Act, 1980) contract, atb. 

the Tamil Nadu cyclone and Flood Affected Areas Cultivating Tenants Arm-s of 
Rent (Relief /,ct 1980 the~ami l  Nadu CultivatingTenants (Special P~ovisions) 

84 Act, 1984,  the^:' mil Nad u Cyclone an< Flood Affected Areas Cultivating Tenants 
*il Nadu (Special Provisions. Act. 1986 the Tamil Nad u Cultivatiing Tenants Aners 
Act, 60 of 1986 of Rent (Relief Act 1990 the Code of Civil Procedure 1908 or in any other law far 
Trmil Nadu the time heing inforce orany custom usageor contract ordecree or. ordm of a 

court or other a~tbority. 

9.  he Strite Government mc y by qotification from time to time i.ncludep 4 Po- to 
any drougbt affected area or flood a fede a'rea in Schedule I or SkhdulG3 1I.a~ abo =mle 
case may be to this Act. -a-~. 




