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The follow in^ Act o the Tamil Nadu Legislatives Assembly received the assent 
of the Governor on the 4th May 1997 and is hereby published for general infcr- 

ArT No. 24 OF 1997. 

An Acr to in~llic p/'osision for .,c~curing the riglzt to infortilation in the Sfate oj 
Totirli Ncrc114 mtl for nauttt~s relating thereto. 

WHEREAS it 1s necessary thi0.t every Governmental actic!n should be transparent 
to the ptrblic ; 

AND WHEREAS to achieve this object, every citizen should be able to get 
i~lfsrz~ation frclnl the G ,vel.nmunt; 

BE jt e:l,~cted by the Lcgisli,tive Assembly cf the State of Tdlnil Nbdu in the Fc rty- 
eig1:th Year of the !<eptrblic of India as follows:- 

1. ( I ?  Thin Act inay be called the Tan~il Nadu Right to Information Act, s ~ , ~ ~ ~  title and 
commencemcgi. 

(2) It sllall ci~lte into force s t  once. 

2. In this Act, u~lless tile context otherwise requires, - 
(1) "Coinpetent authority" means any authority, officer nct below the rank 

of Deputy Collector or an Officer of an equivalent grade and abcve empowered by 
the Government by ~.iotificstion, to be the competent authority for the purpose of 

(2) " Govertlment " ineans the State Government ; 

(3) "information " includes copy of any document relating to the affairs 
nf the State or any local or c ther authorities constituted under any Act for the time 
being in force or a statntory authority or a company, corp2ration or a co-operative 
society or any oga~lisation owned or controlled by tlze Government. 

3. (1) Every person bsnafide requiring information may have access to Right of B C E a t . 0  

suc '~  illformation in accordance with the procedure specified under this Act. 

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (I), no person shall 
be given information relating to- 

((I) inforlnation releting to defence security ; 

(b )  infori~latio 11 wiiose disclosilre will prejudice the security, integrity 
and sovereignity of the Nation and the State ; 

(c) information whose disclosure would harm the conduct of inter- 
national relations or affairs ; 

(d)  information received in confidence from f c  reign Governnlents, foreign 
courts or international organisations ; 

(e) inforlnation whose disclosure would harm the frankness and candour 
of internal disr:ussion, including :- 

{i) proceedings of Cabinet and C;:binet coii~mittees ; 

(ii) irlternal opinion, advice, recommendations, consultation and 
tieliberation ; 

5ii: r ) t ^ i ~ ~ t i ~ i i s  and r:ssrrmptions relating tc internal policy analysis; 
:~ll:.lysis ~f alternative policy cpticns and information relating 
to rejected policy options ; 

(iv) confidential communications between departments, p u b h  
bodies a r~d regtiIatory bcdles ; 
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( f  ) iilformatipn relati% to c$nfirlential communic:!tic 16 b':Ivrc , . tcrs . - 
and the Governor ; = 

Cer 
(y) information wllose disclosure would preiudicr: t l ~ c  ndlni~!' : Y l i u r ~  . . 1 

of jkstice, including f.iir trial and the elzforcelnent clr prbpcr &.-,. ?,.rs- 
tration of tile l u v ~  ; 

(h) il~fonilatic1l \/;lose disclosure would prej~rdice leg - 1 171 ( : -:ditw 
or the proceedings of any tribunq.1, prlbl~c inquiry ~ t r  I the: r c n n ; i l  
investigation (wlrether actual or  likely) c r  whose disclc~strre is, 112s 
been or is likely to be addressed in the context of sucl~ proceedings ; 

(i) information covered by legal professic)nal privileye ; 

(i) information whose disclosure would prcj~~dicc the prevention, i~ivcsti- 
g,ltior~ or detection of crime, the ;rpprerze~~sion 01 olYertders ; 

(k )  i1lforri1:~tion whose disclosure would bar-rn plrblic safety or pirblic 
order ; 

( I )  inforr~zation wiwse disclosure wolrld eitd:~nger tllc life ur. .yrlcdl 
safety of any person, or identify the source of i~zforination or a>>nst,~nce 
given in confidence for law enfcrcen~e~lt c r  security I ) I L ~ I C S C <  ; 

(m) i n f ~ r m ~ t ~ o i z  wilose disclosure would i!zcraase the likelilloc,d ui t i~ . i~~-~ge  
to the e!zviroiu~tent; cr rare or endai~el*:d species and their habi~ats; 

(E) illfornzltion whose di5closllre wolcld 1ld.m the -1b111ty of t!ir CJ J ~ r i i -  
n~cnt to ii1:lnagf: tlze ec~nomy, prej~idice the conduct cjf ( Itici:!! ; 1.1rktt 
c pcr:ition\, c r could lexd to imprL p c ~  gLri,l ) r  .~.dv,~l~t:~ge t .:lily 
perso11 ; 

(o)  intorinatio~l wi~ose d:sclosure would prej .rd cc t ,lz .r>esbri?t :t 1 r 
collzcticn of tax, duties, o r  assist tax av,;id.l nce or  evcisioi~ ; 

(p) ii~for~n:ition rncl!rding c;inrnerzial confidt:nces, tr3de ><<l . i -  - I": 

intelbct*~,~, property whose u n w ~ r 1 ~ 1 . 1 , ~ , , 1  cliv )sr!l-l: would JL.!I. , t!:e 
com!>etitive po\ition of a third par(!' ; 

(q )  i~iforn~:tti< 12 v l b  se discic\siue could le,td t I p &!i . 
advantage :%r w o ~  ld prejudice. 

( i )  talc c moclitiuc n(*sition c,f  ;I. rle v.l-tmcnt ( , I -  ihcr ptr:lil; f? .jy 
c.i' c~~et;l:Jrity ; 

(ii) negotiations or the effective C C ) I L ~ L I C ~  of p e r ~ . ~ i l ~ i e l  111~111 L~:''?211t 
or com~netcial or c2ntractual ~ctivities ; 

(r.1 i~ilornl~ltion IzelJ in cGlzaeqtt .rice ot 11 lving bccn rtrppl~c.l 111 c,  , , l p : - ~  1:: 
by a persail wvlzo, 

(i)  gave the inf~nn~it ion irnder r l  statutory gu u-a,~ter: thzt i t ,  , . .<,_ : , 
tiality would be protected ; jr 

(G) LVC-LS .I- t :~nder any legal oblip~ticun. xvl~ether '~ctual or  r ,itpi i' 1, - 
: - .  - '1: i t  2nd has n ~ t  c ,n<:nted to 1 %  di,c;l, buic. 

- --- . s - oZ*- Gr?, &C..~-*C,--~ -. - . - - - - . - . - - - - - - 
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( v )  any matter which is ,likely ,to,- 
(i) help the commission of offence : 
(ii) help or facilitate escape from legal custody or affect prison 

security ; or , 

impede the process of investigation or apprehension or prosecution 
of ofi'enders. 

13) (ff) Any penon who wtcDfs to have acccss to the information may make 
an app ication in the manner prescribed to the competent authority in such form 
with such particulars, as may be presoribed. - .  

(b) Where an applicatiop is mack under clause (a) and the inforqiation 
is not avaikble with the competent avthority but is avaiIable with another depart- 
ment, or authority, the carnpetent alith-ority may transfer the ,application to the 
comoetelit quthority with whom such idormation is available and inform the appli- 
cant accordingly. The competent authority to wilom such applicatiw is 
transferred shall furnish the information within thirty working days from the date 
of receipt of the application from the competent authority from whom it has been 
referred or received. 

(c )  Where ?n application is so transferred to a abk 'rtment or authority, 
the head of tliat department or authority shall be deemed to be a competent autho- 
ri@. ,'. * L * : , ! . . a . .  .:i 

(d )  (i) Upon the receipt of an application requesting for an informati?n, 
the competent authority shall consider it and pass orders thereon either grant!ng 
or refusing the request, as soon as practicable and in any case, within thirty worlung 
days from the date cf receipt of application. 

(ii) In other cases, the competent authority shall take all reasonable 
steps to inform the applicant of its decision on the request as soon as practtcable. 

(4) (4 If in the opinion ~f the competent authority any information, if disclosed, 
is likely to cause breach of the peace or cause violence. or disharmony zmong the 
section of the people on the basis of religion, language, caste, creed, commun!ty 
or if it is prejudicial to public interest, the competent authority shall refuse to glve 
~nformat~on. 

(b) Any applicatioa made under clause (a) shall be rejected, for reascns , 
to be recorded in writing, if in the opinion of the competent autho- 
rity,- 

(i) any such information sought fall3 in any one or more categories of 
items Iistcd under section 3 (2), or 

(ii) the disclcsure of the information sought would be prejudicizr! to the 
~naintenance of public 01-der, or maintenance of esssntial services and supphe?. 

4. (1 )  Any person aggrieved by an order of the competent autl10;ity or any Appeal- 
person who has not received any order from the competent author~ty w!thm t h l r t ~  
werking days may a-1 to the Government or to snch other autllor!ty as may 
be notified by the Government, subject to such rules as may be prescribed. 

I 

(2) The decision of the Government or such other authority as may be pres- 
cribed shall bc final. 

(3) No order adversely affecting any perscn shall be passed except after 
giving that pers >n a reasonable opportunity of being heard. 

5. No s i t ,  prosecution or other legal proceeding shall lie against any auth0- P * O t ~ ~ o n  ?r. 
nty or perscn fsr anything done in good faith or intended to be done in pursuance =:En In 
of this Act or the rules made thereunder. 

6. If any difficulty arises in giving effect to the provisiom of this Act, the ~~',$21110w 
Goverment ~ ~ E F Y J . .  by .an ..order .published ,in the, Tmil IVdu Government Gazette* A 

make-such @.m,viSbnw12at jncorbsj~,svith,.the,prauisioas of this Act and ,a~ei!r,  ,, , I bef <!, 9.f 

. , t*:'tfrem to;*$ 1 - f ~  or w ~ f b : r ~ r e p ~ o r p i n g  4~ d&ul&:, . . I , 
. , . $ I  

" . k .9., 
.. . . , l - , d . < ~ % : . l . l . . -  1 . -  . . r . , s t  ,. :. !, 

. I ., 

Provided that no such order shall be made after the kpiw of two Pars  from 
the date of the commenocment of this Act. 
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h:.er to make 7. (1) Tile Gover~unent may make rules for carrying out the purpcses of this 
w h  Act. 

(2) (a) All rules made ~mnder this Act shall be published in the Tnntil Ncrhr 
Government Gazette and unless they are expressed to come into force on n p :rticular 
day, shall come into force on the day on which they are st, published. 

(b) All notifications issued under this Act shall, urtless they are expressed 
to come into force on a particular day, come into force on the day on which they 
are published. 

(3) Every rule made or notification issued under this Act shall, as s,~on as 
possible, after it is made or issued, be placed on the table of the Legislative Assembly, 
and if, before the expily of the session ia -*rl.irh it is so placed or the next sessicn, 
the Assembly makes any modification in any such rule or notiiic~tion or the Assembly 
decides that the rule or notification should not be made or issued, the rule I r notifi- 
cation shaU, thereafter, have effect only in such modified form or be of  no effect, 
as tho case may be, so, however, that any such modification or annulment shall 
bo thout pre~udice to the validity of anything previously doneunder that I ule or 
och%tion. 

(By order of the Governor) 

A. K. RAJAN, 
Secretary to Government. LAW Department. 

-- --- * -*-- --- . C _  - ,  ---- PRWXZD AND P U B D  BY THE & OP SIX- AND d, -CfIBI(NAI 
ON BBHALF OF THE O~VERN-r OF TAMIL WDI I. 

-..,.- ;-- I 
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